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English Department News 

The talents of our pupils never fail to impress.  In the Autumn Term, the school community enjoyed a 
wonderful production of West Side Story.  We also had our Awards Evening where the achievements of 
so many pupils were recognised.  A week later, at the Christmas Concert, the musical talents of our 
pupils were very much evident. 
Our pupils are equally impressive on the sports field, blending teamwork as well as individual skill.  
Special congratulations go to the Year 11 Rugby Team who are County Cup Champions for the fourth 
year in a row.   
This success is also mirrored in the classroom and it was pleasing that The Sunday Times recognised us as the top state 
school in Suffolk for both GCSE and A Level results.  I am also very proud of the fact that we have maintained a broad and 
balanced curriculum.  Persistent hard work with learning does reap rewards and Year 11 and Year 13 will start their 
revision this term.   
I am appreciative of the support of parents, teachers and governors.  The school continues to provide a range of 
opportunities so that the talents of our pupils can continue to flourish. 
Philip Hurst, Headteacher 

On Wednesday 6th December, actor James Hornsby performed his one-man dramatisation of 
Dickens classic, A Christmas Carol to all of Year 10 and 11.  Callan Spirling, 11JCp, is a massive 
fan of the novella and was extremely impressed by what was an energetic and captivating 
performance.   
Callan writes: I did not know what to expect of James Hornsby's one-man show but it was 
better than the Alistair Sim film version, which is my favourite A Christmas Carol film 
adaptation.   
What was good about it was how James acted out every single character.  He pointed at an 
imaginary character, talking to them as though they were there. The parts that worked 
particularly well were when Scrooge was talking to Jacob Marley because the actions and the 
way James used his voice created the imagery of the story. Afterwards, James said that 
sometimes this can be challenging to do. He was really good at remembering all the lines.   
The Christmas scene was also amazing for how James quickly changed voices.  First, he was 
Fezziwig, then he changed his voice to a younger Scrooge and then to the Ghost of 
Christmas Past.   
James used a low, echoing voice for the ghosts but when he did the Ghost of Christmas Yet 

to Come, he did not speak but just did the action of pointing a finger, which added more realism to what the Ghost 
of Christmas Yet to Come actually is: a phantom. 
Only the lighthouse scene was left out, which it is in almost every production probably because there isn’t any 
speech in it.  Many people do not realise that this scene is a fantastic metaphor to show Scrooge as the ship, and the 
lighthouse trying to show him the light to find his way to becoming a great man. 
Afterwards, James said that his favourite part was going back to being a child and playing the part of Tiny Tim.  This 
part always reminds me of the excitement I feel at Christmas time. 
James wore a black suit throughout.  There was no scenery and no props but it did not really matter because James 
made it so entertaining.  

Photograph courtesy of 
www.jameshornsby.co.uk 
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On 19th December, Thomas Mills High School Film 
Club members headed to Cineworld in Ipswich to 
watch the new Star Wars movie. The film was 
followed by a quiz created by Mr Halliday in which 
each student was given a Jedi Rating for their film 
knowledge. Mrs Evans and Miss Vale would like to 
thank all the staff and film club members that were 
involved in the event and look forward to continuing 
the club this term.   
Elizabeth Vale, Film Club Co-Leader 

Year 13 student Alfie 
Demmon has won an Anna 
Airey Award of £150 and 
had his work displayed at 
the University of Suffolk. He 
also exhibited his work at 
the Halesworth Gallery 
Open Show, and was judged 
to be the best in the show. 
This has led to a 
commission. 

Alfie plans to study for an 
Art Foundation course at 

Suffolk New College, and then he has secured a place for 
2019 at Canterbury to study Architecture. Nottingham 
University were so impressed with his digital portfolio that 
they asked his permission to use it as exemplar material for 
future applicants.  
Helen Sinclair, Art Department 

Teachers are always learning too! 
Developing teaching and learning is something very 
important at Thomas Mills High School.  Teachers here 
are very keen to foster new strategies that enable 
everyone to learn and achieve their best.  The whole 
staff now meet regularly to collaborate ideas and share 
good practice.  So far this has focused on marking and 
feedback and differentiation. DIRT marking was one of 
the key methods that we looked at.  Don’t worry, it is 
not as bad as it sounds!  It means Dedicated 
Improvement and Reflection Time.  The strategy ensures 
that pupils use the feedback given by teachers to 
improve and that they are given time to reflect and 
develop their work.  A Thomas Mills Think Tank has also 
been set up.  This is where members of staff meet to 
discuss educational research and articles, to think about 
how the concepts and theories can be put to good use in 
lessons to optimise learning.  The first session focused 
on memory and looked at approaches to help with 
retaining information in light of the forthcoming exams.  
Look out for teachers trying out new strategies in your 
lessons.        

   Helen Lambert,  Staff Development Lead 

Congratulations  
to our Oxbridge successes 
Anthony Picton, AEv/JCo 

and Jake Doyle, MHa -  
both boys have been 

offered places at 
Cambridge to study 

English Literature and 
Anglo Saxon, Norse and 

Celtic  respectively. 

   Did You Know?...  
that the retiring 
collection at the 

Christmas Concert 
raised £653  
for Oxfam 

       

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates, 
Woods & Karndean supplied 

& fi tted.
34 High Street, Wickham Market

Telephone: 01728 746416

www.peterhallflooring.co.uk

PETER 
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Last term saw another successful Book Week here at Thomas Mills. Sixth Form 
students Cayla Ferguson and Alex Andrews produced a wonderful film interviewing 
staff and students about their favourite books, their reading habits and why 
reading is so important. Every year group had an assembly with students from 
many different year groups sharing their views of reading and reading excerpts 
from books they enjoy. Many thanks to Sarah Knights, Amber Ennis, Molly Ryan, 
Olivia Evans, Tom Cox, Nathan Grant, Isabella Brinton, Alice Bloore, Cesca Matta 
and Mollie Waddell for their brilliant assemblies. 
 Lunchtime sessions featured very interesting and entertaining presentations by Mr 
Chandler, Jake Doyle, Sofia Mead and Athena Hanson-Aherne.  
In their English lessons students were treated to stories read by staff from across 
the curriculum, and the book swap was very successful, with many pupils taking 
home a new literary treasure! Many thanks to Ruben Peterkin, Alice Smith, Eden 
Kemmen-Lane and Tom Turner for managing the stall so well. 
Year 7 pupils enjoyed ‘Speed Dating’ sessions in the library during their English 
lessons, where they were able to explore many different books and then choose 
their favourite to read. 
Key Stage 4 pupils took part in a poetry writing competition run by Young Writers 
UK. The theme was The Poetry Games: Truth or Dare?, and I am delighted that the 
following students are winners and their poems will be published: Joe Andrew-
Smith, Emilia Bell, Ruby Bolton, Sam Bright, Theo Christie, Lily Constanti, Dylan 
Hirst, Laura Hussey, Josh Leatherdale, Rose Martin, Dylan Mead, Zak Osborne, Jono 
Overbury, Tom Pearce, Bea Robinson, Amelia Skeggs and Phoebe Stocks (see her 
poem My Favourite Season on the next page). Well done! 
This year we also had a Book Week Cake Stall for the first time, with some amazing 
cakes that were delicious! Congratulations to the winners – Lauren-Elise 
Bennington, Trinity Collins and Lucy Hazlewood.
Book Week ended with a bang when the whole school stopped what they were 
doing and read a book for the last 25 minutes of the day. 
Well done and a big thank you to all staff and students involved. The best 
week of the year – Book Week! 
Sara Peers, English Department 

Some of the 
fabulous cakes 

made by 
students for 

our Book Week 
Cake Stall  
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MY FAVOURITE SEASON 
Truth 
It is as colourful as snow - 
Full of reds, browns, yellows, oranges. 
On the floor there are acorns as pale as skin. 
There are coffee and crimson conkers 
And spiky, hard, chestnut pinecones. 
The crunch of the leaves sounds like 
The crunch of a biscuit. 
It’s the whoosh of the trees when  
The wind is blowing; 
The smell of fires that remind you 
Of something delicious cooking. 
The taste of juicy blackberries is really 
Mouth-watering. 
My favourite season is….Autumn. 
Phoebe Stocks, 10SCh 

Can you spot?        Miss Halley; Mr Jeffery; Mr Cann; Ms Cornell; Mr Hanley; Mrs Jeffery 

Last year, Year 9 were given the exciting opportunity of 
becoming either a French or German Language Leader. 
Approximately 30 of us took this chance to become more 
confident in speaking (and singing) in front of others and, 
so far, the whole experience has exceeded our 
expectations. Up to this point, we have organised the 
European Day of Languages, which involved lunchtimes of 
preparation, coming into school early to set up the 
canteen and then serving Year 7 pupils doughnuts and 
pain au chocolat. We also performed Silent Night in 
German, English and French in an assembly; proving to be 
far more terrifying than we had anticipated. Both 
experiences created an excited buzz among us, which has 
continued into the new year as we start preparations for 
teaching in a primary school. On top of all that, we get to 
improve our language skills. I am now more confident in 
speaking French whilst standing up in front of people. I 
know I can speak for all of us when I say, “I can’t wait to 
see what comes next.”                   Alice Bates, 9RTh 

01728 621 212
The Old Works, Crown & Anchor Lane,

Framlingham, IP13 9BL
www.fireplaceframlingham.co.uk

The Granary 
NURSERY SCHOOL
FRAMLINGHAM  Est.1992

Situated on a working farm, we o� er 
an exciting and stimulating 
experience for 2-5 year olds. 
★  Fun indoor & outdoor learning activities
★  Delicious home cooked meals
★  Experienced professional sta� 
★   A safe & happy environment

Don’t miss out! Contact Allie or Linda on 

         01728 621105 
allie.green@thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

www.thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk
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With Christmas fast approaching its worth 
taking a moment to think of the potential 
hazards facing our beloved pets.
DANGEROUS FOODS
Chocolate  
Chocolate is one of the most common 
poisons around this time of year. Chocolate 
contains theobromine and as well as being 
toxic to dogs it is also toxic to cats, rabbits 
and rodents. The levels of theobromine 
varies considerably depending on the type of 
chocolate i.e. milk or dark. 
The symptoms of chocolate poisoning 
include: vomiting, diarrhoea and hyperactivity. 
Grapes, Raisins, Currants and Sultanas 
Grapes, raisins, sultanas and currants can 
cause kidney failure in dogs. The quantity 
needed to cause a problem varies greatly 
between individuals – some dogs can eat 
large quantities without any ill-effects while 
others develop kidney failure after only eating 
a few. 
There have been cases of cats developing 
kidney failure after eating raisins, so they too 
may be susceptible.
It is important to remember Christmas cake, 
Christmas pudding, and mince pies all contain 
raisins, currants and sultanas.

Nuts 
Nuts are a common treat around Christmas 
time, but peanuts and macadamia nuts 
can cause gastrointestinal upset in some 
pets. Other symptoms include twitching, 
weakness, muscle spasm, agitation, 
depression and fever.
Onions, Garlic, Leeks and Shallots 
These can cause toxicity even when 
cooked. Symptoms include gastrointestinal 
upset and anaemia. Foods to avoid include 
onion gravy, stuffing and nut roasts.
Leftovers/scraps 
Whilst these may not be poisonous they may 
cause digestive upset and result in vomiting 
and or diarrhoea. Bones if eaten can splinter 
and may cause an obstruction requiring 
surgery to remove, so are best avoided! 
Overindulging could lead to potentially fatal 
bloat, so give treats sparingly.

POISONOUS PLANTS
In cats and dogs Holly and Ivy cause relatively 
mild symptoms, such as drooling, retching 
and sometimes vomiting. In rabbits however 
Ivy can cause muscle twitching, paralysis, 
convulsions and death.
Mistletoe, another Christmas favourite can 
cause retching, vomiting and salivation if eaten. 

Poinsettia is toxic to cats and causes gastric 
irritation.
Christmas trees are considered low toxicity 
and if eaten may cause mild gastrointestinal 
upset. However eating fallen needles could 
cause irritation or an obstruction.
If your pet eats any of the items discussed 
above you should seek veterinary advice 
immediately.

Top tips for avoiding a trip to the vets this 
Christmas:
• Don’t hang chocolates on the Christmas  
  tree or where your pets can reach them.

• Don’t feed leftover bones to your pets.

• Don’t leave edible presents under the tree!

Christmas Hazards

To find out more visit our website
www.ryder-daviesvets.co.uk or call us on

Ipswich 01473 274040 Woodbridge 01394 380083
Rendlesham 01394 420964 Felixstowe 01394 284554 

Independent Practice since 1973

Ryder-Davies  
& Partners

Veterinary Surgeons

Caring for your pets 
for over 40 years

Experienced team of  
caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available  
for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.

24 hour care provided by our own 
vets & nurses
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WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

JOHN HUTTON BUTCHER AND 
DELICATESSEN 

The Street, Earl Soham, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, IP13 7SA

email: johnhuttonbutchers@live.co.uk 6 

The musical year began with a recital evening of English music 
and poetry in October.  Pieces from soloists, 1st orchestra, 
String Group and Chamber Choir were interspersed with poetry 
from 16th century to the present day. 

The annual Christmas Concert is a well-established and popular event in the school 
calendar.  Over 350 people enjoyed the customary wide range of music from a large 
number of ensembles and soloists.  Over 120 pupils were involved, all taking part in the 
Grand Finale performance of Mister Blue Sky. 
Richard Hanley, Director of Music 

 

Based on Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet story, the 
school production in 
November was West Side 
Story.  The principals, cast 
and members of the band 
rose magnificently to the 
challenges of Bernstein’s 
score. Costume, dance, 
acting and singing all 
came together to make a 
show to remember.  

Cuisine British  
& French,  

Vegetarian, Vegan
3B Church Street, 

Woodbridge, Framlingham 
Suffolk Ip13 9BE
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In October the school hosted its annual Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Awards Evening, at which many pupils 
were able to receive their certificates and be 
congratulated for their achievements. It also 
provided the opportunity to thank the huge number 
of staff, governors and parents who supported the 
pupils through their endeavours. The guest speaker 
was Lucy Shepherd, a former pupil who is now a 
world-renowned adventurer. She spoke of her 
determination to always seek out new challenges, 
push herself in increasingly demanding ways and 
advised aspirational pupils to never “lose their 
botheredness.” The inspiration of her speech has 
been most evident in that several pupils have since 
been in contact with Lucy, asking questions about 
her expeditions and getting advice for their own 
planned future adventures. More information about 
Lucy and her exploits can be found on her website – 
www.lucyshepherd.net 
Three groups of pupils also presented to the 
audience what they had learnt from their 
expeditions, and described some of their personal 
highlights as well as the challenges they faced. All 
three levels of the award were covered, with those 
undertaking their Gold and Silver awards in 
particular doing a great job of showing younger 
pupils the potential benefits of undertaking such 
demanding, yet rewarding qualifications.  
We all look forward to the business end of the 
expedition season in the summer term, and the 
challenges faced in preparation and planning 
sessions beforehand.  
Sabrina Miller, Jo Middleton & Phil Bubb  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinators 

We are very fortunate at Thomas Mills to have 
an  energetic and skilled  Board of Governors who are 
dedicated to supporting our school and so I was 
delighted when, in October, I was elected as the new 
Chair, together with two Vice-Chairs: Mark Mugliston 
and Penny Miller-Williams.  

Much of school governance involves meetings and 
paperwork, but also being a part of the life of the school, 
which is very rewarding.  As Outlook shows, terms are 
packed with school and extra-curricular activities and 
since the start of my chairmanship I have enjoyed visiting 
events including the marvellous production of West Side 
Story, Awards Evening, the Christmas Concert and more 
recently Thomas Mills Day and school assemblies, and 
am, as ever, hugely impressed by the energy and talent 
of our pupils and of our staff, without whom none of 
these activities would happen. 

I am looking forward very much to working with staff and 
management, to serve the 
school in its work of 
delivering an excellent and 
rounded education to all 
our pupils. 

Genevieve Christie, Chair of 
Governors 

Year 13 pupils on their Gold Practice Expedition in the 
Peak District, August 2017  
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PROSPECT PLACE
FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK

Marketing Suite and Show Home open Thurs-Mon, 10am-5pm
An exciting collection of 1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom exceptional new homes

Contact us today by calling: 01728 720793
E-mail: sales@hopkinshomes.co.uk  /  hopkinshomes.co.uk
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Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

E W REVETT & SON
“The” Butchers

High Class Butchers & Poultry
Our Pork Sausages a Speciality

High Street, Wickham Market 
Suffolk IP13 ORA

Tel: 01728 746263

Richard N. Doy
MOTOR ENGINEERS & GARAGE SERVICES

Tel: 01728 747333
After Hours: 01728 723181

Mobile: 07957 828604
THE PADDOCKS GARAGE

HACHESTON, WOODBRIDGE

•  MOT REPAIRS 
•  SERVICING
•  BODYWORK
•  RECOVERY

2 Potash Cottages
Stump Street, 
Pettistree, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP13 0JB

Quality childcare 0-5 years. Est. 1991.
Very Experienced & Qualifi ed Staff

Nursery Grant Funding for 3 & 4 year olds
Open 8.00am - 6.00pm, fl exible sessions
Excellent Ofsted Report. Large Garden. 

First session free!

Tel: 01728 747985
www.presmeredaynursery.co.uk

Presmere Day Nursery
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On 13th October, a group of Drama students in Year 12 & 13 went to see Frantic Assembly’s 
production of  Things I Know To Be True, at Colchester Mercury Theatre. Students are required 
to watch live theatre as part of their course of study.  There is also a study of practitioners and 
Year 13 recently devised their own work informed by the approach adopted by Frantic 
Assembly. Year 12 Drama and Theatre Studies student Rhianna Roughton reflects on the 
performance seen: It is a harrowing story about a family dynamic and the strains each member 
feels.  The issues went from heartbreak to adultery, and theft and the climax of the performance 

left the audience eerily speechless and tearful!  
Frantic Assembly incorporates movement into their performance to reiterate the feelings of the characters.  For 
example, the performance began with a poignant lean towards the audience, almost defying gravity.  We later discover 
the mechanics behind the lean at the end of the performance.  It was moments like this that made it interesting to 
watch and, as an audience member, I felt I could reflect on the intrinsic value of a family.  
Students were able to stay for a post-show talk with the actors, enabling them to further understand the meanings 
conveyed in the performance and their overall approach to working in this style.  
Laura Peters, Drama Department 

On Wednesday 17th January, my fellow Classics students, a couple of Drama students and I, were the audience for an enjoyable and 
interesting talk on ancient Greek drama and its cultural background by Professor Edith Hall. Edith Hall is a professor of Classics and 
Hellenistic studies at Kings College London, as well as a successful author and founder of the Advocative Classics Education initiative 
to encourage the study of the Classical world in schools across the UK.  
To start off with she introduced aspects of culture which we were mostly unfamiliar with, looking at Asia Minor, then part of the 
huge Persian empire, and how it was viewed by the Greeks, which we know largely from the Athenian plays depicting eastern 
culture and/or characters, particularly Aeschylus’ Persians and Euripides’ Medea and Bacchae. People from other backgrounds and 
cultures were frequently referred to as ‘barbarians’ with strange languages, habits and behaviours unfamiliar to the Greeks. In fact, 
the word barbarian was used because they believed the different languages of these people frequently made ‘bar-bar’ noises.   
The democratic and deeply religious Athenians debated their place amongst the other Greek city-states as well as the Persians and, 
as such, the rulers of these were frequently depicted as tyrannical, wicked, insane, blasphemous, or all of the above by the Athenian 
playwrights and poets. Thebes, only a day or twos march from Athens, and its sworn enemy, was often the focus of these tales.  
Professor Hall also explored the recurring theme of invasion on stage, as in various plays Athens is attacked by Amazons, Fur ies, 
Persians and Spartans, and a god or two. Interestingly, invasion by females (of both land and sacred space) was very popular. 
Women going beyond their expected role within society would have been both shocking and concerning to the most likely all-male 
audience. 
She highlighted the significance of slaves in plays as well, as there is usually at least one influential slave character, and the 
concluding speeches to end plays were given by messengers, who were slaves, to tell the audience what has happened off stage.  
Some of the history of this was mentioned as well, with the majority of slaves having been taken from Thrace, an area north of 
Greece in modern day Bulgaria. There is always a supernatural and/or divine presence in Greek plays, and the effect of this was 
designed to always be funny in comedies and sinister in 
tragedies.  
It was an absorbing talk, as she hardly stopped for breath 
for the whole hour, and very informative about the 
background to plays we study this year. I’m sure that 
anyone with even a mild interest in Classics or Ancient 
History would have found it interesting and, for those 
who have none at all, interest would have been kindled.
  
Crispin Peet, 12APo 
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A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

M&R CARS
Private Hire Taxi Service
WOODBRIDGE STATION

• Local Taxis • Fixed Price Fares
• 24 Hour Airport & Long Distance Specialists

• Sporting Events • Nightclubs 
• Corporate Accounts Welcomed

• 6 Seater People Carriers • 8 Seater Minibuses
• Wedding Car Service • Courier Service

www.mandrcars.co.uk
01394 386661 / 0800 169 4269  

mandrcars@btconnect.com
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Thomas Mills High School is very proud to acknowledge the hard work of students who have achieved beyond the 
classroom. This year two of our students have managed to secure a place on the very prestigious Arkwright Scholarship. 
Both Bertie Banham, Year 12 (photo above left) and Charles Swarts, also Year 12 (photo above right) have succeeded in 
demonstrating their outstanding abilities in engineering and leadership in what is a very tough application process.
  
Richard Thompson, DT Department 

After the huge success of “The Big Band Theory” 
in September, where more than 40 former 
Thomas Mills musicians (some from the early 
TMHS days) came together for an afternoon of 
jamming jazz, tea and biscuits, followed by a 
social at The Station in Framlingham, the Alumni 
came together for Festive Frivolity on 20th 
December. 

Over 75 former pupils and staff, met at the 
school for mulled wine and mince pies and, 
accompanied by 6 very willing brass players, 

walked through Framlingham, mustering at various points for rousing renditions of all the festive favourites: “Away in 
a Manger”, “Little Donkey” and, of course, “Castle on 
the Hill” to name but a few. 

The evening was a great success and raised over £250 
for The East Anglia Children’s Hospice, which supports 
families and cares for children and young people with 
life-threatening conditions across the region. 

It is hoped that both will become annual events, so 
look out for news of these, and other events this year. 
As ever, we would welcome any alumni who wish to 
visit the school, or become involved in any way. 

Adam Chittock, Alumni Link 

Est 1985

Handmade Mattresses
01728 724944

sales@bonobeds.co.uk

Factory Showroom
The Old Railway Station, Station Road
Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9EE

We seek APPRENTICE Mattress Makers,
Welders & Fabricators and Office Staff
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FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE
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Maddie Hope Coelho 

1) How would you briefly sum up your education story since GCSEs? (What A levels 
or qualifications did you get after GCSEs, Did you go to university?) 

Following my GCSEs, at the age of 16, I went straight to Laine Theatre Arts, one of 
the top performing arts colleges in the U.K. - where I was offered a 3 year scholarship 
worth £50,000. I graduated in 2015 with a Diploma in Professional Musical Theatre.  

2) What plans for your career did you have at A level and have they been successful/changed?  

I was very lucky due to the fact that I knew exactly what I wanted to do with my career from the age of 13. I 
didn't do A Levels, as the course I was offered didn't require them. My career plans were purely to work 
professionally in the performing industry - whether it be in theatre,  recording, television or film - and to be 
happy in my job. I really do believe in the saying 'if you love your job you'll never work a day of your life' 
and I can honestly say I never feel like I am at work. The fact I get paid to do what I love is an incredible 
thing.  

3) How did Thomas Mills help to mould your career aspirations?  

I could not have asked for better support from Thomas Mills. I was given endless opportunities by the 
incredible Drama and Music Departments, including leads in the school productions which are memories I 
will always treasure. I was pushed to be the best I could be and I am thankful to have had such wonderful 
teachers who supported me fully in my career choices. Miss Armes was the most fantastic Head of Year, who 
always showed an interest in me and my ambitions. I still keep in touch with my teachers from Thomas Mills 
who continue to support me and I will always be grateful for them shaping me into the person I am today.  

4) Where are you now? 

I have been out of college for almost two years now! In that two years I have had incredible opportunities 
that I am very grateful for. These include a professional musical, 4 professional pantomime seasons including 
playing 2 leads, being a vocalist for Disney, recording at Abbey Road Studios, singing for the BBC on prime 
time Saturday night TV in Pitch Battle and performing on The One Show.  

5) What message would you give to people doing A levels and looking for a 
potential career? 

Follow your heart. If you really have a passion for something, don't let 
anyone or anything stand in your way. If someone tells you 'no', be stubborn 
enough to pursue your dream anyway and get ready for that moment you 
can stand up and say 'Look, I did it when you told me I couldn't!', because it's 
the best feeling. Put the work in and you can do anything you want! 

Where are they now?     

The next in our series of interviews with former students features Maddie Coelho 
who spoke to Francesca Matta, 13DHa                

The Market Cross, Debenham, 
Suffolk IP14 6RA

T      01728 860 830
E      gmltd@gorniakandmckechnie.co.uk
W    gorniakandmckechnie.com

We specialise in residential buildings and provide 
with an open  eco-friendly approach a full range 
of design and building services through out East 
Anglia, which include extensions and renovations 
to housing (mostly historic or listed), barn 
conversions and new bespoke houses.   
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10Mbps broadband
service to your home.

No phone line required.
In Framlingham and

surrounding villages inc.
Dennington, Laxfield.

www.frambroadband.com
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The autumn term was a very busy one for our 
sports teams, with many positive 
results.  Over one hundred fixtures and 
tournaments were played, of which we won 
many, as well as gaining numerous 2nd and 
3rd placings in tournaments.  This shows the 
great sporting talent we have here at Thomas 
Mills High School.  The Year 7 teams made an 
excellent start with some fabulous wins in 
netball, hockey, football and rugby.  The Year 
9 netball team also deserve a mention as 
they won the Northern Area Tournament and 
travelled to the County Finals, demonstrating 
excellent determination in unpleasant 
conditions. The U15 rugby team came 3rd in 
the Northern Area Tournament. The U16 
boys rugby team also travelled to the County 
Finals where they came 1st. The U18 boys 
football team had some terrific wins in the 
ESFA Cup, unfortunately being defeated by a 
strong private school. The Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 
11 hockey teams also look forward to playing 
in their cup and county rounds towards the 
end of this term.   
Heather Preston, PE Department 

The U16 Boys Rugby Squad were crowned County Champions for the 
fourth consecutive year in November, beating Farlingaye 45-0 in the 
County Finals at Ipswich Rugby Club. In an outstanding team 
performance, the squad perfectly capped off a remarkably successful 
five seasons for a school rugby side, accomplishing a number of 
fantastic achievements along the way.  
Phil Bubb, PE Department 

U16 County Cup 2017 

(Fourth year in a row!!) 
 

Congratulations to all players who have represented the 
team! 

 

Students from the Sixth 
Form successfully ran a 
Scholastic Book Fair last 

term and raised £82 worth 
of free books for the 

school! 

Did you know?... 

On 6th December, the A level PE students and I had the opportunity 
to visit Essex University and take part in workshops on 
biomechanics and exercise physiology.  
Essex University gave a true insight into what it would be like to 
study a sport-specific course at university, therefore expanding our 
knowledge and understanding.  
We were given access to the University’s high-tech equipment that 
we used to study the sub-routines of a tennis serve as we filmed 
and analysed it on the computers. Following this, I had the rare 
opportunity to complete the VO2  max test which involved expensive 
equipment such as gas analysers.  
Along with all this, we were given the time to walk around the 
campus and experience the university environment and community. 
An enjoyable and engaging day was had by all.  
Meade Clarke, 12MHa 

	  
Standard or Bespoke options 

available. FREE QUOTES 
info@andersonkb.co.uk 

Tel: 01473 890901 
www.andersonkb.co.uk 
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A wide range of quality clothing, 
boots and accessories by

ORE TRADING ESTATE • FRAMLINGHAM • SUFFOLK IP13 9LL
Tel: 01728 724 776  www.trulockandharris.com

WELL-STOCKED GUN ROOM, CARTRIDGES, ACCESSORIES & MORE

MUSTO, AIGLE,
CHRYSALIS, 
BARBOUR SPORTING, 
LE CHAMEAU, SEELAND

PAMPEANO BELTS IN STOCK

THE WOODBRIDGE 
CARPET CO.

- H W 
W • S   

T:  
www.woodbridgecarpets.co.uk

Special Offers and 
Free Fittings

on many ranges

Designed and Produced by Karen Thickitt Printed by The Flying Press Ltd. Tel: 01993 701061

Windows, Conservatories, Doors, 
Porches, Garage Conversions,

Canopies, Roofline, Timber buildings and more!

Unit 6, Halesworth Business Park, Norwich Road, 
Halesworth IP19 8QJ 

Telephone: 01986 874 241
E-mail: info@waveney-windows.co.uk

www.waveney-windows.co.uk

Come and visit our showroom in Snape
CGL Design Ltd, Unit C, Brick Kiln Park, 

Church Road, Snape, IP17 1QG
Tel: 01728 688787

Email - chris@cgldesign.co.uk
www.cgldesign.co.uk

 

 
 

Total dedication to quality dental healthcare. 
Adults seen for Private or Denplan consultations with  

Dr Paul Brown & Dr Dave Malone. 
Pleased to welcome children and under 19s within NHS 

with Dr Ciara Howard. 

01728 723651 
26-28 Bridge Street, Framlingham, IP13 9AH 

www.framlinghamdentist.co.uk 

Suppliers of John Deere, JCB, 
Vaderstad & most other 

leading makes of machinery
Shop Street, Worlingworth,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7HU

T: 01728 628325
E: worlingworth@tuckwell.co.uk

W: www.tuckwell.co.uk

• Bookkeeping • VAT Returns • RTI Payroll
• Year End Accounts & Tax Returns • Company Accounts

• CIS Returns • Sage Training

Why Choose CRASL?

Our Services:

Unit 10 • Leiston Enterprise Centre • Eastlands Ind. Est. • LEISTON • Suffolk • IP16 4US

REDUCE YOUR ACCOUNTANCY COSTS WITH CRASL

Improving Your Service, Reducing Your Costs

We are a small accounting company 
offering a friendly, personal and 

affordable service to a wide range of 
clients.  

We pride ourselves on giving our 
clients the information they need in 
the format they want to receive it.

If you would like to learn more about If you would like to learn more about 
how CRASL can help your business 

then contact us to discuss your 
specific requirements.  

The initial consultation is free of 
charge and we can visit you.

01728 687000

01728 888209 info@crasl.co.uk

www.crasl.co.uk

 

 
 

 
	  
Luxurious	  dog	  &	  cat	  accessories	  
All	  hand	  made	  with	  love,	  to	  last,	  right	  here	  in	  Suffolk.	  	  
Factory	  shop	  open	  Mon-‐Fri	  10-‐4	  
	  
Unit	  6B	  The	  Old	  Airfield	  
Upper	  Holton	  
Halesworth	  
Suffolk	  
IP19	  8NH	  

	  
www.creatureclothes.com	  
info@creatureclothes.com	  
Phone:	  01986875509

 

Luxurious dog & cat accessories
All hand made with love, to last, right here in Suffolk. 
Factory shop open Mon-Fri 10-4

Unit 6B The Old Airfield
Upper Holton
Halesworth
Suffolk
IP19 8NH

www.creatureclothes.com
info@creatureclothes.com
Phone: 01986875509

All Inclusive Care

Telephone: 01728 685599
Email: admin@foxearthlodge.co.uk

www.foxearthlodge.co.uk

Foxearth Lodge Nursing Home

 
Chartered Surveyors 
Residential Sales & Lettings  
Development, Commercial Sales & Lettings  
Fine Art & Chattels  
Land Agency & Professional Consultancy 
Estate Management 
Property & Machinery Auctions 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

Clarke & Simpson 
Well Close Square 
Framlingham 
Suffolk, IP13 9DU 
Tel: 01728 724200 

        www.clarkeandsimpson.co.uk 

2 Market Place
Halesworth

Suffolk
IP198BA

Opening Hours 
Tue-Sat  

11am-3pm 
6pm-11pm 

Sunday 
11am-5pm 

www.aldringhamparrot.com 

01728 830221 

parrotandpunchbowl@hotmail.com 

Small country pub, big heart for food 
 

1 hour session - £60
Mounted prints from £75

Beautiful, candid family portraits
Alex Seinet Photography

Tel: 07733 130 504
facebook.com/AlexSeinetPhotography

� SERVICING & REPAIRS  
All types of car & light commercial

� MOT PREPARATION  
� TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

� LASER TRACKING 
� Horseboxes serviced & prepared for MOT  

� Trailers serviced and repaired 
UNIT 2, MONK SOHAM HALL, SCHOOL ROAD, MONK SOHAM

01728 685854

LEW JONES
MOTOR ENGINEER

Established 30 years

01728 621 212
The Old Works, Crown & Anchor Lane,

Framlingham, IP13 9BL
www.fireplaceframlingham.co.uk

 The Chequers Inn  
Kettleburgh, Nr Framlingham 

IP13 7JT 
01728 723760 

A free house set in 3 acres of 
delightful riverside gardens. 

A great place to eat, drink, relax 
and stay.  Offering superbly 
conditioned real ales, quality 
locally sourced, home-made 

food, 4 star accommodation and 
traditional warmth and 

hospitality. 


